ADDENDUM TO JOINT ACTIVITY REPORT

Pan-European Structure: WORKING GROUP ON PRIVATISATION
Report to the Pan-European Committee April, 2009
The Working Group recommends

1) Adoption of the following *objectives as the basis for a campaign promoting quality public education and against privatisation of education in Europe;

· Quality public education for all as a right

· Equity in access to education 

· Greater investment in education

· Public accountability

· Sustainability and continuity of provision

· High status and good working conditions for teachers

· A holistic approach to the development of all sectors of education

· Engagement of all the players -  students, parents, wider society, teachers in education development and provision

This campaign will take place in the context of EI global policy on privatisation and PPPs.

2) Publicising the campaign objectives in the media, including on the website:

3) Calling on member organisations to debate the principles and participate in the campaign:

4) Inviting member organisations to report on actions which they are taking to promote quality public education and against privatisation, with a view to relevant activities being included in the overall EI campaign in Europe:
5) Encouraging member organisations to plan activities as part of a campaign for quality public education and against privatisation continuing through 2010: 

6) Working with other kindred organisations, such as ETUC, in campaigns with similar and complementary objectives:

7) The conduct by the secretariat in 2009 of a brief survey of member organisations on privatisation issues in each country in Europe:
8) That a special event be planned in association with the PES European Conference in Warsaw in November to highlight the campaign for public education and against the privatisation of education in Europe: 
9) That a theme for the European Conference be developed which reflects the aims and principles of the campaign and that issues relating to the promotion of public education and against privatisation of education in Europe be a major part of the Conference business: 
10) That the working Group meet in May/June, 2009, to assess feedback and to look again at the wider issues associated with privatisation of education in Europe, including campaign goals at the EU level.

*These objectives are expanded in an Appendix
APPENDIX: 
Expansion of objectives
 Quality public education for all as a right

· Education is a basic human right

· Education is a public good

· Education is essential to the development of individuals

· Education is essential to social and economic development and social justice

· Education is not a commodity

· Education is not for sale

· The provision of quality education for all citizens is the responsibility of public authorities. 

· Public responsibility cannot be delegated to the market-place. 

· The principles of the market-place have no role in education provision.
· The right to a quality public education should be enshrined in a European Convention.
 Equity in access to education

· Education must be readily accessible to all

· Quality public early childhood, primary and secondary education must be available free to all citizens 

· Everyone should have access to life-long learning appropriate to their changing needs, and no-one should be deprived of quality public vocational education and training and/or further and higher education because of their socio-economic circumstances

· Education should be appropriate to the needs of the individual

· Public authorities provide education for all, whereas private enterprise prioritises the strong and the wealthy, 

· No-one should be denied or deprived of quality education because of their socio-economic status, ethnic background, gender or sexuality, religion or beliefs or abilities.
      Greater investment in education

· Education is an investment in the future of society

· Education must be a priority for investment by public authorities

· In times of economic recession it is essential that levels of investment in education by public authorities are maintained and enhanced 

· Investment in quality education is a long term investment with a high social and individual return

· There are no quick profits to be made investing in education.
         Public accountability for education
· Education must be accountable to public authorities which are, in turn, accountable to citizens 

· Providers of quality education must be accountable to those to whom they provide the service

· Measures of accountability should be fair and objective

· Crude target setting has no role in measuring the accountability of quality public education

· Where private education exists, it must be challenged to meet the same standards of quality and accountability as public provision

· Where public authorities provide education in partnership with other bodies, a public service ethos should underpin that education

· Quality public education should be governed on principles which recognise the educational needs of students and respect the professionalism of teachers

· Public authorities should eschew any unscientific economical restructuring of education systems.

· The argument that the leadership of education institutions could succeed with the help of management methods presented as New Public Management is to be countered. These management methods are governed by private business objectives and serve as a preparation for privatisation
            Sustainability and continuity of provision
· Quality education should be available and accessible in appropriate forms to those who wish to avail of it throughout their lives

· Public authorities should guarantee a quality education appropriate to their needs at each stage of their lives to every citizen

· Quality public Education requires long-term strategic investment, planning and development
          High status and good working conditions for teachers

· High quality teaching is a prerequisite for quality public education

· Teachers must be recognised as high status and respected professionals, with access to continuous professional development

· Investment in teacher preparation, recruitment and retention is essential for quality public education

· Well rewarded teachers make a major contribution to the delivery of quality public education 

· Teachers should receive equal payment for the same work in the same region
         A holistic approach to the development of all sectors of education

· Education is essential to the quality of life of citizens of all ages, and to the cohesion and well-being of society

· Opportunities to participate in quality public education must be available to citizens throughout their lives

· All sectors of education make an essential contribution to the delivery of quality public education

· People’s lives are enhanced by quality education throughout their lives

· From early childhood to university quality public education helps students to achieve their full potential

       Engagement of all the players - students, parents, wider society, teachers in education development and    

       provision
· Teachers, parents, the community and students have a vital role to play in the delivery of quality public education

· Provision of quality public education is a collaborative process between students, parents, the wider society and teachers

· Cooperation and mutual support between teachers, parents and the wider community is essential to the delivery of an effective education service

· Teachers, parents, students and the wider community have a responsibility to engage with one another in the delivery of quality public education

Privatisation of education: Pan-European Working Group

Report of Meeting, 8th September, 2009

Proposals for Action 
Short-term strategy (October/December)

1.  Establish a webpage devoted to the issue

Provide arguments in favour of public funding of education and against private schools and the privatisation of education services and facilities. Call for a strengthening of public education in Europe. Stress the importance of the values underpinning public education.

Raise awareness of the issues in relation to privatisation of education. Stress the importance of public funding of education in promoting fairness and equity and avoiding social division.

Publish current information on developments in relation to privatisation.

Publish the report and recommendations of the Task Force on PPPs.

Publish the reports of surveys of member organisations.

Provide templates for posters and other materials which might be downloaded and used to promote public education and advocate against privatisation of education.

The webpage should be linked to the pages on the campaign on the economic crisis.

Supporting materials should be made available in as many languages as possible. Member organisations might be willing to provide translations for documents which would be made available through the EI website. Their own members would be more likely to support the campaign on privatisation if they saw that they were part of a wider campaign. All members would be directed to one website. The fact that some documents were in their own language would encourage members to access the web-pages. 

The Bureau decided subsequently to recommend that special attention should be paid to privatisation in higher education on the website and that there should be an emphasis on working with partner organisations in the campaign, including students and parents organisations, rector’, school leaders’ and managers’ associations.

2. Prepare a resolution for adoption by the European Conference

The resolution should state succinctly the arguments in favour of public funding of education and the principal concerns about the impact of privatisation. It could be based on the objectives document produced by the working group. It would be used as a basic and succinct statement of the Pan-European position which might be used with the general public and politicians.

3. Plan a meeting for EI leaders with Polish Government representatives to be held immediately after the Conference.

At this meeting the Conference Resolution on the economic crisis and privatisation can be presented together with a copy of the report on PPS and the Task Force recommendations. The EI should be represented by members of the Bureau and accompanied by representatives of the Polish organisations. A statement appropriate to the Polish situation and dealing with the issue of privatisation in the Polish context should be prepared and presented at the meeting.

Longer-term strategy (Post- European Conference)

1. Hold a meeting or meetings with representatives of the Council of Ministers and EU Commission.

This meeting or meetings should be carefully planned and arranged to make maximum impact on the representatives, on the public and in the media. National organisations should be invited to arrange to meet their local MEPs and a large EI/ETUCE delegation, with representatives from at least 10-15 EU countries, should meet formally with the representatives. The object of these meetings is to generate interest in the question of privatisation of education and to promote EI/ETUCE views. The meetings should take place early in 2010 in order to give impetus to the wider public campaign promoting public education and against privatisation of education services. 

2. Include a round table on privatisation in the programme for 2010

This would provide an opportunity to state our policy in some detail and to examine various aspects of the privatisation of education issue as it affects education systems in different countries across Europe. It would also allow us to gather information and help us to identify the most common approaches to the introduction of privatisation being adopted by Governments and develop responses to them.

3. Conduct a survey of European member organisations on current proposals for privatisation in their countries

It is vital that we monitor developments in countries across Europe and keep an up-to-date record of the issues in relation to privatisation which arise. Such information is vital in enabling us to develop appropriate responses.

The Bureau decided subsequently to recommend that, in so far as possible, the information should be obtained without conducting an additional survey by asking member organisations directly to provide the required information or including relevant questions in a survey conducted for a different purpose.
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